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hen  with   her  scathing   contempt  for   the
husband who though he has a beard has yet
"no mannes  heart."   And  here  follows  a
lengthy  disquisition   on   dreams,   the  cock
overwhelming his sceptical wife with examples
of warnings which have been fulfilled, and
illustrations  drawn  from   the  most   varied
sources.   Having restored his self-esteem by
reference to the histories of Joseph,St. Kenelm
Croesus, Andromache and others,                  *

Eoyal he was, he was namore aferd.

The advent of the fox gives Chaucer another
opportunity to discuss fore-knowledge   and
suddenly, in the midst of this lightest and
most amusing of skits, we find him gravely
considering the question of predestination and
free-will.   He comes to no conclusion, but
after stating various learned opinions, shrugs
his shoulders and turns aside with a drv *__

I wol not han to do of swich matere *
My tale is of a cok, as ye may here /

"The dialogue between the cock and the fox
is much the same in both versions, though as
Dr. Furnivall points out (Chaucer's Originals
and Analogues, p. 112), Chaucer improves the
story by omitting the spring made by the fox